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Oklahoma 


This  outline  describes  major  sources  of  information 
about  families  from  Oklahoma.  As  you  read  this 
outline,  study  the  United  States  Research  Outline 
(30972),  which  will  help  you  understand  terminology 
and  the  contents  and  uses  of  genealogical  records. 

RECORDS  OF  THE  FAMILY 
HISTORY  LIBRARY™ 


The  Family  History  Library  has  many  of  the  records 
listed  in  this  outline.  The  major  holdings  include 
biographies,  cemetery  records,  census  records,  court 
records,  vital  records,  and  some  American  Indian 
records. 

Some  of  the  sources  described  in  this  outline  list  the 
Family  History  Library's  book,  microfilm,  and 
microfiche  numbers.  These  are  preceded  by  FHL,  the 
abbreviation  for  Family  History  Library.  These 
numbers  may  be  used  to  locate  materials  in  the  library 
and  to  order  microfilm  and  microfiche  at  Family 
History  Centers  . 

FAMILY  HISTORY  LIBRARY 
CATALOG™ 


The  library's  records  are  listed  in  the  Family  History 
Library  Catalog  found  at  the  library  and  at  each 
Family  History  Center  .  To  fi nd  a  record,  look  in  the 
Locality  Search  of  the  catalog  for: 

•  The  place  where  your  ancestor  lived,  such  as: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS 
OKLAHOMA  -  NATIVE  RACES 
OKLAHOMA,  TULSA  -  PROBATE  RECORDS 

OKLAHOMA,  TULSA,  TULSA  -  VITAL  RECORDS 

•  The  record  type  you  want  to  search,  such  as: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS 
OKLAHOMA  -  NATIVE  RACES 
OKLAHOMA,  TULSA  -  PROBATE  RECORDS 
OKLAHOMA,  TULSA,  TULSA  -  VITAL  RECORDS 

The  section  headings  in  this  outline  match  the  names 
of  record  types  used  in  the  catalog. 


ARCHIVES  AND  LIBRARIES 

The  following  archives,  libraries,  and  societies  have 
collections  or  services  helpful  to  genealogical 
researchers. 

•  Oklahoma  Department  of  Libraries 
200  N.E.  1 8th  Street 

Oklahoma  City,  OK  73105-3298 
Telephone:  405-521-2502,  800-522-81 16 
Fax:  405-525-7804 

The  Oklahoma  Department  of  Libraries  includes  two 
areas  of  particular  interest  to  genealogists:  the 
Oklahoma  Room  and  the  State  Archives  Division. 
The  Oklahoma  Room  houses  printed  materials,  while 
the  State  Archives  Division  maintains  Oklahoma 
government  records  and  other  historical  documents. 

•  National  Archives — Fort  Worth  Branch 
501  West  Felix  Street,  Building  1,  Dock  1 
Telephone  817-334-5525 

Fax  817-334-5621 
Mailing  address: 

P.O.  Box  6216 

Fort  Worth,  TX  76115-0216 

•  National  Archives — Kansas  City  Branch 
2312  East  Bannister  Road 

Kansas  City,  MO  64131 
Telephone:  816-926-6272 
Fax:  816-926-6982 

•  Oklahoma  Genealogical  Society 
P.O.  Box  12986 

Oklahoma  City,  OK  73101 

•  Oklahoma  Historical  Society 

Wiley  Post  Historical  Building  Library  Center 
2100  North  Lincoln  Boulevard 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73 1 05-4997 
Telephone:  405-521-2491 
Fax:  405-525-3272 

•  University  of  Oklahoma 
Western  History  Collection 
630  Parrington  Oval,  Room  452 
Norman,  OK  73019 
Telephone:  405-325-2904 
Fax:  405-325-2943 


step 

773 

OTPT^i 

(J. 

c&/>f 


1 


•  Thomas  Gilcrease  Institute  of  American  History 

and  Art 

1400  Gilcrease  Museum  Road 
Tulsa,  OK  74127 
Telephone:  918-596-2700 
Fax:  918-596-2700 

•  Museum  of  the  Great  Plains 
601  Ferris 

P.O.  Box  68 
Lawton,  OK  73502 
Telephone:  405-581-3460 
Fax:  405-581-3458 

A  helpful  guide  to  Oklahoma  records  and  repositories 
is  Patrick  J.  Blessing,  Oklahoma:  Records  and 
Archives  (Tulsa:  University  of  Tulsa,  1978;  FHL  book 
976.6  A3b). 

To  learn  more  about  the  history  and  record-keeping 
systems  of  Oklahoma  counties,  use  the  eleven 
inventories  of  county  archives  published  by  the 
Historical  Records  Survey  around  1940.  The  Family 
History  Library  has  copies  of  most  of  these  inventories. 

Computer  Networks  and  Bulletin  Boards 

Computers  with  modems  are  important  tools  for 
obtaining  information  from  selected  archives  and 
libraries.  In  a  way,  computer  networks  themselves 
serve  as  a  library.  The  Internet,  certain  computer 
bulletin  boards,  and  commercial  on-line  services  help 
family  history  researchers: 

•  Locate  other  researchers 

•  Post  queries 

•  Send  and  receive  E-mail 

•  Search  large  databases 

•  Search  computer  libraries 

•  Join  in  computer  chat  and  lecture  sessions 

You  can  find  computerized  research  tips  and 
information  about  ancestors  from  Oklahoma  in  a 
variety  of  sources  at  local,  state,  national,  and 
international  levels.  The  list  of  sources  is  growing 
rapidly.  Most  of  the  information  is  available  at  no 
cost. 

Addresses  on  the  Internet  change  frequently.  As  of 
April  1997,  the  following  sites  are  important  gateways 
linking  you  to  many  more  network  and  bulletin  board 
sites: 

•  USGenWeb 
http://www.usgenweb.com/ 

A  cooperative  effort  by  many  volunteers  to  list 
genealogical  databases,  libraries,  bulletin  boards, 
and  other  resources  available  on  the  Internet  for 
each  county,  state,  and  country. 

•  Roots-L 

http://www.rootsweb.com/roots-l/usa/ 


A  useful  list  of  sites  and  resources.  Includes  a 
large,  regularly-updated  research  coordination  list. 

For  further  details  about  using  computer  networks, 
bulletin  boards,  and  news  groups  for  family  history 
research,  see  the  United  States  Research  Outline 
(30972),  2nd  ed.,  “Archives  and  Libraries”  section. 

FamilySearch® 

The  Family  History  Library  and  some  Family  History 
Centers  have  computers  with  FamilySearch 
FamilySearch  is  a  collection  of  computer  files 
containing  several  million  names.  FamilySearch  is  a 
good  place  to  begin  your  research.  Some  of  the 
records  come  from  compiled  sources;  some  have  been 
automated  from  original  sources. 

Computers  with  FamilySearch  do  not  have  access  to 
computer  on-line  services,  networks,  or  bulletin 
boards.  However,  those  services  are  available  at  many 
public  libraries,  college  libraries,  and  private  locations. 

BIBLE  RECORDS 


The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (DAR) 
collection  contains  some  Bible  records  from 
Oklahoma.  This  collection  is  described  in  the 
“Genealogy”  section  of  this  outline  and  is  partially 
indexed  in  E.  Kay  Kirkham,  An  Index  to  Some  of  the 
Bibles  and  Family  Records  of  the  United  States,  vol.  2 
(Logan,  Utah:  Everton  Publishers,  1984;  FHL  book 
973  D22kk  v.  2;  fiche  6089184). 

Some  Bible  records  have  been  published  in: 

Bible  Records.  N.p.:  Daughters  of  the  American 
Colonists  (Oklahoma),  1977[?].  (FHL  book  976.6 
D2b;  film  1290834  item  5.) 

Cook,  Mrs.  John  P.  Collection  of  Oklahoma  Bible  and 
Family  Records.  N.p.:  1954.  (FHL  book  976.6  D2c; 
film  873998.)  This  was  compiled  by  various 
chapters  of  the  DAR. 

BIOGRAPHY 


The  best  collection  of  published  biographies  in  Oklahoma 
is  at  the  Oklahoma  Historical  Society.  The  Family 
History  Library  has  several  helpful  biographical  works. 

There  is  no  statewide  biographical  index  or  major 
manuscript  collection.  State,  regional,  and  county 
histories  often  have  biographical  sections  containing 
valuable  information.  Some  representative 
biographical  encyclopedias  are: 

Portrait  and  Biographical  Record  of  Oklahoma. 
Chicago:  Chapman  Publishing  Co.,  1901.  (FHL 
book  976.6  D3p;  film  874324.) 
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Thoburn,  Joseph  Bradfield.  A  Standard  History  of 
Oklahoma.  5  vols.  Chicago:  American  Historical 
Society,  1916.  (Vols.  2-5  on  FHL  film  1425716 
items  1-4.) 

Hill,  Luther  B.  A  History  of  the  State  of  Oklahoma.  2 
vols.  Chicago:  Lewis  Publishing  Co.,  1908.  (FHL 
book  976.6  H2h;  film  1000353  items  1-2;  fiche 
6051224.) 

Biographical  sketches  of  residents  of  Indian  Territory 
(see  the  “History”  section  of  this  outline)  are 
published  in: 

O'Beirne,  Harry  F.  and  Edward  S.,  The  Indian 
Territory:  Its  Chiefs,  Legislators  and  Leading  Men. 
St.  Louis:  C.B.  Woodward  Co.,  1892.  (FHL  film 
989201  item  2.) 

O'Beirne,  Harry  F.  Leaders  and  Leading  Men  of  the 
Indian  Territory  with  Interesting  Biographical 
Sketches:  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws.  Chicago: 
American  Publishers  Association,  1891.  (FHL  film 
1000354.) 

CEMETERIES 

The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (DAR) 
Collection  contains  tombstone  inscriptions  from  some 
Oklahoma  cemeteries.  This  collection  is  described  in  the 
“Genealogy”  section  of  this  outline.  Another  important 
collection  is  Cemetery  Records  of  Oklahoma,  9  vols. 
(Salt  Lake  City:  Genealogical  Society,  1959-62;  FHL 
book  976.6  V3i;  films  824250-52). 

If  you  are  searching  for  the  burials  of  white  and 
Indian  ancestors  in  any  of  the  17  northeastern 
counties,  use  James  W.  Tyner  and  Alice  Tyner 
Timmons,  Our  People  and  Where  They  Rest.  12  vols. 
(Norman,  Okla.:  University  of  Oklahoma,  1969-78; 
FHL  book  976.6  V3t;  Vols.  1-6  on  film  1290833 
items  5-10;  vols.  7-10  on  film  1290834  items  1-4; 
vols.  11-12  on  film  1888927  items  5-6). 

Inscriptions  from  graves  that  were  relocated  as  a 
result  of  the  Arkansas  River  Navigational  System  are 
recorded  by  Madeline  S.  Mills  and  Helen  R.  Mullenax, 
Relocated  Cemeteries  in  Oklahoma  and  Parts  of 
Arkansas,  Kansas,  Texas  (Tulsa:  Mills  and  Mullenax, 
1974;  FHL  book  976.6  V3mm;  film  928142  item  5). 

CENSUS  RECORDS 


Federal 

Many  of  the  federal  census  records  you'll  want  to  use 
are  found  at  the  Family  History  Library,  the  National 
Archives,  and  other  federal  and  state  archives.  The 
United  States  Research  Outline  provides  more 
detailed  information  regarding  these  federal  records. 


The  Family  History  Library  has  the  1910  and  1920 
U.S.  federal  censuses  for  Oklahoma  and  the  soundex 
(phonetic)  indexes. 

Territorial 

The  earliest  federal  census  of  the  area  that  is  now 
Oklahoma  is  the  1860  census  of  Arkansas,  which 
included  what  was  then  the  Indian  Territory.  This 
census  does  not  list  Indians,  but  lists  free  and  slave 
inhabitants  in  the  Cherokee,  Choctaw,  Creek,  and 
Seminole  nations.  The  slave  schedules  provide  only 
the  name  of  the  slave's  owner,  not  the  names  of  the 
slaves.  This  census  and  a  published  index  are 
available  at  the  National  Archives — Fort  Worth 
Branch,  the  Oklahoma  Historical  Society,  and  the 
Family  History  Library. 

The  1 870  and  1 880  censuses  have  been  lost  and  the 
1 890  federal  census  has  been  destroyed.  The  1 890 
veterans  schedule  and  index  are  available  at  the 
Family  History  Library  and  at  the  National  Archives. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  the  1900,  1910,  and 
1920  federal  censuses.  There  are  separate  schedules 
and  indexes  for  the  Indian  Territory  and  the 
Oklahoma  Territory  for  1900. 

In  addition  to  the  federal  territorial  censuses,  a 
separate  census  was  taken  in  1 890  of  the  Oklahoma 
Territory  (FHL  film  227282).  This  includes 
information  on  the  entire  household  but  is  incomplete 
for  some  areas.  A  card  index  is  available  at  the  State 
Historical  Society.  A  helpful  source  for  locating 
families  in  this  census  is  Smith's  First  Directory  of 
Oklahoma  Territory:  For  the  Year  Commencing 
August  1st,  1890  (see  the  “Directories”  section  of  this 
outline). 

For  information  on  censuses  of  specific  Indian  Tribes, 
see  the  section  on  “Native  Races”  in  this  outline. 

CHURCH  RECORDS 

Before  1900  the  largest  religious  groups  in  Oklahoma 
were  the  Baptist,  Roman  Catholic,  Disciples  of  Christ, 
and  Methodist  churches.  An  inventory  of  churches 
and  church  records  is  Preliminary  List  of  Churches 
and  Religious  Organizations  in  Oklahoma. 

(Oklahoma  City:  Historical  Records  Survey,  1942; 
FHL  book  976.6  K2h;  fiche  6046945). 

The  Family  History  Library  has  very  few  church 
records  from  Oklahoma.  The  library  has  histories  of 
some  local  churches  and  congregations. 

Many  denominations  have  collected  their  records  in 
central  repositories.  You  can  write  to  the  following 
addresses  to  learn  where  their  records  are  located: 
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Baptist 

Southern  Baptist  Convention 
901  Commerce  Street  #750 
Nashville,  TN  37203 
Telephone:  615-224-2355 
Fax:  615-742-8919 

Disciples  of  Christ 

Disciples  of  Christ  Historical  Society 
1101  Nineteenth  Avenue,  South 
Nashville,  TO  37212 
Telephone:  615-327-1444 
Fax:  615-327-1445 

Methodist 

United  Methodist 
Box  1138 

Bristow,  OK  74010 
Telephone:  918-367-3227 

For  a  history  of  the  Methodist  Church,  see  Sidney  H. 
Babcock,  and  John  Y.  Bryce,  History  of  Methodism  in 
Oklahoma.  .  .  (N.p.:  1935;  FHL  book  976.6  K21b; 
fiche  6100019).  This  is  for  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Roman  Catholic 

Chancery  Office 
7501  N.W.  Expressway 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73123 
Telephone:  405-721-5651 

For  a  history  of  the  Catholic  Church  see  Thomas  E. 
Brown,  Bible  Belt  Catholicism:  A  History  of  The 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Oklahoma,  1905-1945 
(New  York:  United  States  Catholic  Historical  Society, 
1977;  FHL  book  976.6  K21bt). 

COURT  RECORDS 


Major  Oklahoma  courts  that  kept  records  of 
genealogical  value  were  established  as  follows: 

1844-  U.S.  district  courts.  From  1844  to  1889,  the 
pres.  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  Western  District  of 
Arkansas  had  jurisdiction  over  criminal  and 
some  civil  matters  in  the  Indian  Territory. 
Beginning  in  1889,  the  U.S.  District  Court  for 
the  Eastern  District  of  Texas  assumed  this 
jurisdiction. 

1 890-  District  courts  of  Oklahoma.  Beginning  in 
pres.  1 890  the  Oklahoma  Territory  was  divided  into 
several  court  districts  that  serve  one  or  more 
counties.  A  district  court  judge  now  serves  in 
each  county.  These  courts  are  often  referred  to 
as  county  courts.  They  have  jurisdiction  over 


civil  and  criminal  cases,  including  probate 
records.  The  Family  History  Library  has  some 
of  the  early  court  records,  such  as  1 28 
microfilms  of  Logan  County  territorial 
records,  1890  to  1907. 

The  Supreme  Court  is  a  statewide  appellate  court,  as 
are  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  the  Court  of  Criminal 
Appeals. 

The  Family  History  Library  does  not  have  county, 
supreme,  or  appeals  court  records.  You  can  obtain 
copies  of  these  records  by  contacting  the  clerk's  office 
in  each  county  courthouse.  Some  of  the  federal  court 
records  for  the  territorial  era  are  at  the  Oklahoma 
Historical  Society. 

DIRECTORIES 


Directories  of  heads  of  households  have  been 
published  for  major  cities  in  Oklahoma.  For  example, 
the  Family  History  Library  has: 

•  Oklahoma  City 

1905  . FHL  film  928379  item  3 

1905,  1916,  1941, 

1960,  and  1969  . FHL  book  976.638  E4p 

•  Tulsa 
1913,  1924, 

1966-67  . FHL  book  976.686  E4p 

1909-32  . Films  1760274— 

For  a  list  of  heads  of  households  in  the  entire  territory 
in  1 890,  see  Smith's  First  Directory  of  Oklahoma 
Territory:  For  the  Year  Commencing  August  1st,  1890 
(Guthrie,  Okla.:  James  W.  Smith,  1890;  FHL  book  Q 
976.6  E4s  1890;  film  1307628  item  1 1). 

EMIGRATION  AND  IMMIGRATION 

Indian  Residents 

The  Caddoe,  Pawnee,  and  Wichita  tribes  were  living 
in  the  area  of  Oklahoma  in  the  1700s.  About  the  time 
the  United  States  acquired  the  area  through  the 
Louisiana  Purchase  in  1803,  other  tribes  such  as  the 
Quapaw,  Oto,  and  Osage  migrated  to  eastern 
Oklahoma.  By  1837,  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  (see 
the  “Native  Races”  section  of  this  outline)  had  settled 
most  of  their  members  in  Oklahoma. 

After  the  Civil  War,  many  other  tribes  from 
throughout  the  United  States  were  forcefully  or  by 
treaty  moved  off  their  lands  and  settled  in  Oklahoma. 
There  were  about  80,000  Indians  in  Oklahoma  in 
1 860,  when  the  entire  area  was  known  as  the  Indian 
Territory.  In  1924  all  Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory 
were  declared  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Most 
Indians  now  live  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  and 
make  up  four  percent  of  the  total  population. 
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For  information  about  the  records  of  American 
Indians  in  Oklahoma,  see  the  “Native  Races”  section 
of  this  outline. 

White  Settlers 

Only  a  few  thousand  non-Indians  lived  in  the 
Territory  before  1889.  After  the  Civil  War,  a  few 
people  from  the  South  moved  into  the  Indian 
Territory.  Anyone  wishing  to  live  in  this  area  needed 
permission  from  the  Indians,  but  some  white  settlers 
tried  to  move  into  the  Territory  without  permission. 

A  mining  boom  in  the  1870s  brought  Europeans  into 
the  Choctaw  Nation  (present-day  southeastern 
Oklahoma).  Descendants  of  Italian,  Slavic,  Greek, 
Welsh,  Polish,  and  Russian  miners  still  live  in  that 
area.  Between  1878  and  1885,  “Boomers”  (other  white 
settlers)  tried  unsuccessfully  to  take  over  Indian  lands. 

In  1889  the  “Unassigned  Lands”  (land  not  assigned  to 
Indian  tribes)  in  central  Indian  Territory  were  opened 
for  settlement  by  non-Indians.  This  created  the  first  of 
the  famous  Oklahoma  land  runs  (see  the  “Land  and 
Property”  section  of  this  outline).  Approximately 
50,000  settlers  came  the  first  year.  Another  run  in 
1893  brought  100,000  settlers,  mostly  to  the 
“Cherokee  Outlet”  (northwestern  Oklahoma). 

The  land  runs  brought  homesteaders  from  China, 
Japan,  Mexico,  England,  France,  and  Canada,  as  well 
as  from  nearly  every  state.  People  from  the  southern 
states  settled  mostly  in  eastern  and  southern  counties, 
while  people  from  northern  states  favored  the 
northern  and  western  sections.  Wheat  farming 
attracted  German  Mennonites  and  Czechs  to  the 
northwestern  counties.  When  Oklahoma  became  a 
state  in  1907,  there  were  1,400,000  residents. 

Between  1907  and  1920,  the  discovery  of  oil  brought 
many  people  from  other  oil-producing  areas  and  from 
the  Midwest.  The  population  of  the  state  reached  about 
2,400,000  by  1930.  The  drought  and  the  Great 
Depression  of  the  1930s  caused  thousands  of  farmers  to 
move  to  urban  areas  or  to  migrate  west  to  California. 

GAZETTEERS 


Gazetteers  and  local  histories  can  help  you  locate 
places  in  Oklahoma.  Published  gazetteers  include: 

Morris,  John  W.  Ghost  Towns  of  Oklahoma.  Norman, 
OK:  University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  1977.  (FHL 
book  976.6  H2mo.)  This  book  is  listed  in  the 
Family  History  Library  Catalog  under 
OKLAHOMA  -  HISTORY. 

Shirk,  George  H.  Oklahoma  Place  Names.  2nd  ed. 
Norman,  Okla.:  University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  1974. 
(FHL  book  976.6  E2s;  film  1035624  item  8.) 


GENEALOGY 


Most  archives,  historical  societies,  and  genealogical 
societies  have  special  collections  and  indexes  of 
genealogical  value.  These  must  usually  be  searched  in 
person. 

A  major  manuscript  collection  is  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  (DAR)  Collection.  This  contains 
transcripts  of  Bible,  cemetery,  church,  marriage,  death, 
obituary,  and  probate  records.  It  was  microfilmed  in 
1971  at  the  DAR  Library  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  is 
available  at  the  Family  History  Library. 

The  following  are  published  indexes  to  family  and 
genealogical  information.  These  also  include  lists  of 
researchers  and  the  family  lines  they  are  researching. 

Bivins,  Willie  Reeves  Hardin,  et  al.  Southwest 
Oklahoma  Keys.  Oklahoma  City:  Southwest 
Oklahoma  Genealogical  Society,  1982.  (FHL  book 
976.6  D2s.) 

Garrison,  JoAnn,  ed.  Oklahoma  Genealogical  Society 
Surname  Index.  Oklahoma  City:  Oklahoma 
Genealogical  Society,  1969.  (FHL  book  976.6  D2g; 
fiche  6047968.) 

HISTORY 


1 803  The  United  States  acquired  most  of  the  area 
that  is  now  Oklahoma  as  part  of  the  Louisiana 
Purchase.  The  panhandle  remained  under 
Spanish  control.  The  Quapaw,  Osage,  Oto,  and 
other  Indian  tribes  arrived  about  this  time. 

1812  Most  of  present-day  Oklahoma  became  part  of 
the  Missouri  Territory. 

1819  Most  of  Oklahoma  became  part  of  the 
Arkansas  Territory. 

1821  Mexico  declared  its  independence  from  Spain 
and  the  panhandle  came  under  Mexican  control. 

1 830  The  western  part  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase, 
including  the  Arkansas  Territory,  was 
designated  as  the  Indian  Territory.  The  Indian 
Removal  Act  set  aside  lands  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River  for  Indian  settlement  and 
allowed  for  the  removal  of  Indians  from  the 
eastern  states  to  be  resettled  in  this  Territory. 

1 845  The  United  States  annexed  the  Republic  of 
Texas,  including  the  present-day  Oklahoma 
panhandle. 

1 850  The  United  States  government  purchased  the 
panhandle  lands  from  Texas.  The  panhandle 
became  “No  Man's  Land,”  and  was  unattached 
to  any  state  or  territory. 
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During  the  1850s,  much  of  the  land  in  the 
Indian  Territory  was  not  assigned  to  any 
specific  tribe.  Railroad  companies,  some  federal 
officials,  and  white  settlers  pressured  to  have 
these  “Unassigned  Lands”  opened  for  settlement. 

1 854  The  Indian  Territory  was  limited  to  the  area  of 
what  is  now  Oklahoma. 

1 860  Greer  County  was  created  by  Texas  in 

present-day  Oklahoma.  This  sparsely-settled 
area  was  claimed  by  Texas  and  the  United 
States  until  it  was  added  to  Oklahoma  in  1 896. 

1861-  The  Five  Civilized  Tribes  sided  primarily 

1 865  with  the  Confederacy  and  raised  the 
Confederate  Indian  Brigade  and  the  Indian 
Home  Guard.  They  fought  in  battles  in  the 
Arkansas  and  Oklahoma  area.  Some  Indians 
enlisted  in  Union  regiments  early  in  the  war. 

1 866  New  treaties  with  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes 
realigned  boundaries  and  allowed  the  federal 
government  to  move  other  tribes  there.  Almost 
two  million  acres  designated  as  “Unassigned 
Lands”  was  established  in  central  Oklahoma. 

1 872  Railroads  now  crossed  the  territory. 

1 889  The  federal  government  purchased  the 

“Unassigned  Lands”  from  the  Indians  and 
opened  them  for  white  settlement.  The  first 
land  rush  attracted  about  50,000  people.  For 
historical  accounts  of  the  land  run  of  1889,  see 
Stan  Hoig,  The  Oklahoma  Land  Rush  of  1889 
(Oklahoma  City:  Oklahoma  Historical  Society, 
1984;  FHL  book  976.6  H2hs). 

1 890-  The  Organic  Act  of  1 890  established  the 

1906  Oklahoma  Territory.  This  act  organized  seven 
counties  in  the  “Unassigned  Lands”  and  the 
Oklahoma  panhandle  (“No  Man's  Land”)  and 
provided  for  the  organization  of  additional 
counties  as  Indian  governments  were 
discontinued  and  surplus  land  was  opened  to 
settlers. 

During  this  time,  the  Oklahoma  Territory 
expanded  to  fill  western  Oklahoma  by 
gradually  absorbing  the  following  areas: 

Several  reservations  in  central  Oklahoma 
(1891) 

Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  land  (1892) 

The  “Cherokee  Outlet”  (1893) 

Greer  County  ( 1 896) 

Comanche,  Kiowa,  and  Apache  lands  (1901 
and  1906) 

The  eastern  portion  of  the  area  continued  as 
Indian  Territory. 


1 893  1 00,000  immigrants  were  attracted  to 

northwestern  Oklahoma  when  the  “Cherokee 
Outlet”  lands  were  opened. 

1 897  An  oil  boom  began  at  Bartlesville  and 
thousands  of  new  settlers  arrived. 

1907  The  Oklahoma  Territory  and  Indian  Territory, 
known  as  the  “twin  territories,”  were 
combined  to  become  the  state  of  Oklahoma. 

A  helpful  treatment  of  the  many  boundary  changes  in 
Oklahoma  is  John  W.  Morris,  ed.,  Boundaries  of 
Oklahoma.  (Oklahoma  City:  Oklahoma  Historical 
Society,  1980;  FHL  book  976.6  E3b;  fiche  6051502). 
This  is  listed  in  the  Family  History  Library  Catalog 
under  OKLAHOMA  -  HISTORICAL  GEOGRAPHY. 

The  Family  History  Library  collects  town,  county, 
and  state  histories.  For  general  background,  you  may 
want  to  study  the  following: 

Hill,  Luther  B.  A  History  of  the  State  of  Oklahoma.  2 
vols.  Chicago:  Lewis  Publishing  Co.,  1908.  (FHL 
book  976.6  H2h;  film  1000353  items  1-2;  fiche 
6051224.) 

McReynolds,  Edwin  C.,  et  al.  Oklahoma:  The  Story  of 
Its  Past  and  Present.  Rev.  ed.  Norman,  Okla.: 
University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  1971.  (FHL  book 
976.6  H2mc.) 

Gittinger,  Roy.  The  Formation  of  the  State  of 
Oklahoma  (1803-1906).  Berkeley,  Calif.:  University 
of  California  Press,  1917.  (FHL  book  976.6  H2gi; 
fiche  6125891.) 

LAND  AND  PROPERTY 


Records  of  Indian  Lands 

By  the  1 830s,  the  U.S.  government  had  begun  moving 
many  Native  Americans  from  the  southeastern  states  to 
Indian  Territory.  Each  tribe  had  their  own  reservations, 
governments  (called  “Nations”),  and  capitals.  Many 
tribal  members  received  individual  land  allotments  (see 
the  “Native  Races”  section  of  this  outline).  Treaties  in 
1 866  and  later  years  realigned  boundaries  of  the  Indian 
reservations  and  created  the  “Unassigned  Lands”  in 
central  Oklahoma. 

Federal  Land  Records 

The  “Unassigned  Lands”  in  central  Oklahoma  became 
part  of  the  public  domain.  The  federal  government 
surveyed  this  land  and  began  distributing  it  to  private 
ownership  in  1 889.  “No  Man's  Land”  (the  Oklahoma 
Panhandle)  was  added  to  the  public  domain  and  made 
available  for  settlement  in  May  1890. 

Individuals  could  acquire  land  from  the  government 
through  cash  purchases  or  by  homesteading  the  land. 


6 


Claims  had  to  be  registered  at  land  offices.  The  first 
land  offices  were  established  at  Guthrie  and  Kingfisher. 

Land  Runs.  Unique  to  Oklahoma  were  the  famous 
land  runs  when  entire  districts  were  opened  to 
settlement  on  a  given  day  on  a  first-come  basis.  This 
created  tremendous  runs  as  individuals  rushed  to  stake 
their  claims  to  surveyed  sections  of  land. 

The  first  land  run  was  in  the  “Unassigned  Lands”  in 
April  1889.  Additional  lands  were  added  to  the  new 
Oklahoma  Territory  and  opened  to  runs  in  September 
1891,  April  1892,  September  1893,  and  May  1895. 

The  lands  opened  for  the  1891  to  1895  runs  had  been 
reservations  of  various  Indian  tribes  in  the  western 
part  of  the  state  (and  not  the  Indian  Territory 
reservations  of  eastern  Oklahoma  belonging  to  the 
Cherokee,  Chickasaw,  Choctaw,  Creek,  Seminole,  and 
other  tribes). 

Land  lotteries.  Other  western  reservation  lands  were 
distributed  through  a  land  lottery  in  1901,  and  at  an 
auction  in  1906.  Those  who  obtained  land  in  the 
lottery  of  1901  are  listed  in  Julie  Peterson  Hinton,  and 
Louise  F.  Wilcox,  El  Reno  District  1901  Land 
Lottery:  Index  to  Names  of  Homesteaders  Filings  ([El 
Reno,  Okla.]:  J.  P.  Hinton,  1985;  FHL  book  976.6 
R22h;  film  1321059  item  2). 

Records  of  the  land  offices.  The  records  of  the  local 
land  offices  are  at  the  Oklahoma  Department  of 
Libraries,  State  Archives  Division.  The  National 
Archives  has  the  land  entry  case  files,  the  original  tract 
books,  and  the  township  plats  of  the  general  land  offices. 
The  patents  and  copies  of  the  tract  books  and  township 
plats  are  at  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  New 
Mexico  State  Office,  Federal  Building,  1474  Rodeo,  Box 
27115,  Santa  Fe,  NM  87502-0115.  Telephone:  505-438- 
7400. 

The  Oklahoma  Historical  Society  has  microfilm 
copies  of  the  tract  books  and  is  compiling  a  statewide 
index  to  them.  The  books  are  arranged  by  the  location 
of  the  lands  in  each  township.  Smith's  First  Directory 
of  Oklahoma  Territory:  For  the  Year  Commencing 
August  1st,  1890  (see  the  “Directories”  section  of  this 
outline)  lists  the  names  and  addresses  of  residents  in 
the  territory  in  1 890.  This  can  help  you  identify  the 
township  where  a  family  lived. 

County  Land  Records 

After  land  was  distributed  to  private  ownership, 
subsequent  transactions,  including  deeds  and 
mortgages,  were  recorded  by  the  county.  You  can 
obtain  copies  by  writing  to  the  county  clerk  at  the 
county  courthouse.  The  Family  History  Library  is 
presently  acquiring  microfilm  copies  of  deeds  and 
mortgages  from  the  counties. 


MAPS 


One  of  the  best  books  of  maps  for  Oklahoma  is  John 
Wesley  Morris  and  Edwin  C.  McReynolds,  Historical 
Atlas  of  Oklahoma,  Revised  and  enlarged  ed. 
(Norman,  Okla.:  University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  1976; 
FHL  book  Q  976.6  E3m  1976;  1965  edition  on  film 
1000357  item  3). 

The  University  of  Oklahoma  and  Oklahoma  State 
University  have  large  collections  of  maps  and  atlases. 
The  Family  History  Library  has  several  maps, 
including  some  of  the  Indian  Territory. 

MILITARY  RECORDS 


The  U.S.  Military  Records  Research  Outline  (34118) 
provides  more  information  on  federal  military  records 
and  search  strategies. 

Many  military  records  are  found  at  the  Family  History 
Library,  the  National  Archives,  and  other  federal  and 
state  archives.  The  United  States  Research  Outline 
provides  more  information  about  the  federal  records. 
For  Oklahoma,  the  following  sources  are  also  very 
helpful. 

Civil  War  (1861-1865) 

Pension  records  of  Confederate  veterans  living  in 
Oklahoma  are  at  the  Oklahoma  Department  of  Libraries, 
State  Archives  Division.  The  Family  History  Library  has 
a  copy  of  these  records,  arranged  by  application  numbers 
(FHL  films  1001530-48;  index  on  film  1001529).  A 
published  index  is  Index  to  Applications  for  Pensions 
From  the  State  of  Oklahoma  Submitted  by  Confederate 
Soldiers,  Sailors  and  their  Widows  (Oklahoma  City: 
Oklahoma  Genealogical  Society,  1969;  FHL  book  976.6 
M24o;  fiche  6046932). 

Confederate  Army  casualty  lists  for  battles  in  Indian 
Territory  are  on  the  last  portion  of  FHL  film  1025138. 

A  special  census  was  taken  in  1890  of  Union  veterans 
of  the  Civil  War  (FHL  film  338235).  Indexes  to  the 
returns  have  been  published. 

For  information  on  Indians  who  served  on  the  side  of  the 
Confederacy,  see  Grant  Forman,  History  of  the  Service 
and  List  of  Individuals  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  in  the 
Confederate  Army.  2  vols.  (Oklahoma  City:  Oklahoma 
Historical  Society,  1948;  not  at  FHL). 

Spanish-American  War  (1898) 

A  history  of  Oklahoma's  participation  in  the  war  is  John 
Alley,  “Oklahoma  in  the  Spanish-American  War,”  in 
Chronicles  of  Oklahoma  20  (Mar  1942):  43-50  (see  the 
“Periodicals”  section  of  this  outline).  This  includes  brief 
sketches  of  some  soldiers  and  a  casualty  list  for  battles  in 
Cuba. 


7 


World  Wars  I  (1917-1918)  and  II  (1941-1945) 

A  published  roster  of  soldiers  who  died  in  World  War  I 
is  in  W.M.  Haulsee,  et  al,  Soldiers  of  the  Great  War,  3 
vols.  (Washington,  D.C.:  Soldiers  Record  Publishing 
Association,  1920;  FHL  book  973  M23s;  fiche 
6051244). 

Biographical  sketches  of  soldiers  who  died  during 
World  War  II  have  been  published  in  Chronicles  of 
Oklahoma,  volumes  21-27  (see  the  “Periodicals” 
section  of  this  outline). 

Additional  biographical  sketches  of  soldiers  from 
Oklahoma  are  in  volume  2  of  A  History  of  the  Second 
World  War:  A  Remembrance,  An  Appreciation,  A 
Memorial  (Oklahoma  City:  Victory  Publishing  Co., 
1946;  FHL  book  973  H2sw;  vol.  1  on  film  1035575  item 
7;  vol.  2  on  film  1035603  item  5). 

Oklahoma's  contributions  to  the  war  effort  of  both 
world  wars,  along  with  biographical  sketches  of  its 
leaders,  are  found  in: 

Litton,  Gaston.  History  of  Oklahoma.  4  vols.  New 
York:  Lewis  Historical  Publishing  Co.,  1957.  (FHL 
book  976.6  D31.  Vol.  2  has  history  on  the  war 
effort.) 

Additional  Military  Sources 

For  further  background  information  on  Oklahoma's 
military  history  see: 

Daugherty,  Fred  A.  and  Pendleton  Woods. 
“Oklahoma's  Military  Tradition.”  Chronicles  of 
Oklahoma  57  (Winter,  1979-80):  427-45.  (FHL 
book  976.6  B2c.) 

Faulk,  Odie  B.,  Kenny  A.  Franks,  and  Paul  F.  Lambert, 
eds.  Early  Military  Forts  and  Posts  in  Oklahoma. 
Oklahoma  City:  Oklahoma  Historical  Society,  1978. 
(FHL  book  976.6  M2e;  fiche  6088102.) 

World  War  I  draft  registration  cards  for  men  age  1 8  to 
45  may  list  address,  birth  date,  birthplace,  race, 
nationality,  citizenship,  and  next  of  kin.  Not  all 
registrants  served  in  the  war.  For  registration  cards  for 
Oklahoma  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  Oklahoma, 
World  War  I  Selective  Service  System  Draft 
Registration  Cards,  1917-1918.  National  Archives 
Microfilm  Publications,  Ml 509.  Washington,  D.C.: 
National  Archives,  1987-1988.  (On  FHL  films 
beginning  with  Oklahoma  film  number  1851604.) 

To  find  an  individual's  draft  card,  it  helps  to  know  his 
name  and  residence  at  the  time  of  registration.  The 
cards  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  county,  within 
the  county  by  draft  board,  and  then  alphabetically  by 
surname  within  each  draft  board. 


Most  counties  had  only  one  board;  large  cities  had 
several.  A  map  showing  the  boundaries  of  individual 
draft  boards  is  available  for  most  large  cities.  Finding 
an  ancestor's  street  address  in  a  city  directory  will 
help  you  in  using  the  draft  board  map.  There  is  an 
alphabetical  list  of  cities  that  are  on  the  map.  For  a 
copy  of  this  map  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  List  of  World 
War  One  Draft  Board  Maps .  Washington,  D.C.: 
National  Archives.  (FHL  film  1498803.) 

NATIVE  RACES 


Tribes 


Five  Civilized  Tribes.  Beginning  in  the  1 820s,  the 
U.S.  Government  began  moving  all  tribes  east  of  the 
Mississippi  River  to  the  Indian  Territory  in  western 
Arkansas  and  eastern  Oklahoma.  A  series  of  treaties 
provided  for  the  removal  of  almost  all  principal 
eastern  tribes. 


The  Cherokee,  Choctaw,  Chickasaw,  Creek,  and 
Seminole  (known  as  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes)  were 
among  the  many  southeastern  tribes  who  were 
removed  by  treaty  to  Indian  Territory.  In  1838  the 
Cherokees  who  had  not  already  moved  voluntarily 
were  forced  to  move  to  Indian  Territory.  This 
migration  became  known  as  the  “Trail  of  Tears.” 
Large  parcels  of  land  were  distributed  to  these  five 
tribes  who  became  self-governing  “Nations”. 

White  settlers  moving  west  after  the  Civil  War 
pressured  the  government  to  extinguish  Indian  title  to 
lands  and  relocate  the  Indians.  The  alliance  between  the 
Five  Civilized  Tribes  and  the  Confederacy  during  the 
Civil  War  also  provided  Congress  with  an  excuse  to 
realign  tribal  boundaries.  Treaties  in  1866  and  later 
reduced  the  land  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  by  almost 
half.  These  created  the  “Unassigned  Lands”  in  central 
Oklahoma  that  were  eventually  opened  for  land  runs 
(see  the  “Land  and  Property”  section). 


Other  Tribes.  Some  of  the  western  land  forfeited  by 
the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  was  reserved  for  other  tribes 
through  later  treaties.  These  lands  in  the  Indian 
Territory  were  assigned  to  tribes  such  as  the  Kiowa, 
Comanche,  Wichita,  and  Cheyenne.  Other  tribes  were 
later  brought  in  at  various  periods  from  Texas, 
Nebraska,  California,  Oregon,  Idaho,  Arizona,  and 
other  states.  As  many  as  65  tribes  were  eventually 
relocated  to  the  state,  including: 


Alibamu 

Apache 

Apalachee 

Arapaho 

Biloxi 

Caddo 


Kiowa  Apache 

Koasati 

Lipan 

Miami 

Mikasuki 

Missouri 


Piankashaw 

Ponca 

Potawatomi 

Quapaw 

Sauk 

Seneca 
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Delaware 

Modoc 

Shawnee 

Fox 

Muklasa 

Tawakoni 

Hitchiti 

Munsee 

Tawehash 

Huron 

Natchez 

Tonkawa 

Illinois 

Nez  Perce 

Tuskegee 

Iowa 

Okmulgee 

Waco 

Iroquois 

Osage 

Wea 

Jicarilla 

Oto 

Wyandot 

Kansa 

Ottawa 

Yscani 

Kichai 

Pawnee 

Yuchi 

Kickapoo 

Peoria 

Records 

Land  allotment  records.  Many  individual  Indians 
received  allotments  of  land.  These  records  are 
described  in  the  United  States  Research  Outline.  A 
major  set  relating  to  Oklahoma  is  the  land  allotment 
records  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes.  These  records  are 
often  referred  to  as  the  “Dawes  Rolls”  (see  below). 

Dawes  Rolls.  The  Dawes  “Commission  to  the  Five 
Civilized  Tribes”  was  established  in  1898  to  enroll 
individuals  as  citizens  of  one  of  the  five  tribes.  When 
the  governments  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  were 
dissolved  in  1908,  the  U.S.  Government  granted 
parcels  of  their  land  to  qualified  native  individuals. 
Many  white  persons  had  married  Native  Americans, 
and  thus  were  eligible  for  land.  The  enrollment 
records  of  the  Dawes  Commission  were  used  to 
determine  eligibility  for  land. 

The  commission  reviewed  the  enrollment  applications 
and  abstracted  the  information  onto  cards  known  as 
Enrollment  Cards  for  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes, 
1898-1914  (93  microfilms).  These  records  document 
about  101,000  Native  Americans.  The  original 
applications  are  at  the  National  Archives — Fort  Worth 
Branch  and  are  on  468  Family  History  Library  films 
beginning  with  film  1439798. 

A  helpful  guide  and  index  to  these  records  is 
Commission  to  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  The  Final 
Rolls  of  Citizens  and  Freedmen  of  the  Five  Civilized 
Tribes  in  Indian  Territory.  2  vols.  (Washington: 
Government  Printing  Office,  [1907?];  FHL  book 
970.1  Un3c;  rolls  on  film  908371  item  2  and  index  on 
film  962366). 

Guion  Miller  Cherokee  Rolls.  In  1906,  the  U.S. 
Government  appointed  Guion  Miller  to  compile  a  roll  of 
Cherokees  eligible  for  compensation  from  the 
government  for  lands  taken  in  the  1830s.  Applicants 
had  to  document  their  lineage  back  to  an  Eastern 
Cherokee  living  in  the  1830s  and  prove  that  they  had 
not  affiliated  with  any  other  tribe.  Over  45,000 
applications  that  document  about  90,000  Cherokees 
living  about  1910  are  in  Eastern  Cherokee 
Applications,  1906-1909  (348  microfilms,  index  on 
FHL  film  378594). 


Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  Records.  The  U.S.  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  was  authorized  to  administer 
Indian  programs  beginning  in  1824.  A  local  field 
agency  or  subagency  of  the  BIA  served  the  tribes  in  a 
given  area.  Some  of  the  agencies  that  served 
Oklahoma  were  the  Concho,  Kiowa,  Osage,  Pawnee, 
Quapaw,  and  Shawnee.  Most  of  the  agency  records 
are  at  the  National  Archives — Fort  Worth  Branch, 
with  a  few  at  the  National  Archives — Kansas  City 
Branch.  For  further  information  see  Edward  E.  Hill, 
(compiler),  Guide  to  Records  in  the  National  Archives 
Relating  to  American  Indians  (Washington,  D.C.: 
National  Archives,  1981,  FHL  book  Ref.  970.1 
H551g;fiche  6125461). 

The  Family  History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of 
many  records  of  the  BIA  and  the  field  agencies 
including: 

•  Land  allotment  records 

•  Census  rolls,  1885-1940,  arranged  by  agencies 
for  the  entire  United  States  (692  films) 

•  BIA  heirship,  school,  census,  annuity,  probate, 
land,  vital  and  other  records 

Other  Records.  The  Indian  Archives  Division  of  the 
Oklahoma  Historical  Society  has  an  extensive 
collection  for  Native  American  research  including 
copies  of  the  Dawes  Rolls.  The  Society's  collections 
are  described  in  Lawrence  Kelly,  “Indian  Records  in 
the  Oklahoma  Historical  Society  Archives,”  The 
Chronicles  of  Oklahoma,  54:  227-44  (see  the 
“Periodicals”  section  of  this  outline). 

Another  major  repository  for  Oklahoma  Indian 
records  is: 

Five  Civilized  Tribes  Museum 
Federal  Building 
Agency  Hill 
Honor  Heights  Drive 
Muskogee,  OK  74401 
Telephone:  918-683-1701 
Fax:  918-683-3171 

Inventories  and  guides.  The  following  guides  describe 
some  of  the  records  available  for  Indian  research: 

Debo,  Angie.  “Major  Indian  Record  Collections  in 
Oklahoma,”  in  Indian-White  Relations:  A  Persistent 
Paradox,  edited  by  Jane  Smith  and  Robert 
Kvasnicka.  Washington  D.C.:  Howard  University 
Press,  1976.  (FHL  book  970.1  Sm61i.) 

Svoboda,  Joseph  G.  Guide  to  American  Indian 
Resource  Materials  in  Great  Plains  Repositories. 
Lincoln,  Nebraska:  University  of  Nebraska,  Center 
for  Great  Plains  Studies,  1983.  (FHL  book  970.1 
Sv51g.) 
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NATURALIZATION  AND 
CITIZENSHIP 


Immigrants  seeking  to  become  citizens  often  applied 
at  a  U.S.  District  Court  or  a  district  court  at  a  county 
courthouse.  You  can  obtain  copies  of  declarations, 
certificates,  and  other  records  by  contacting  the  clerk's 
office.  The  Family  History  Library  has  microfilm 
copies  from  some  counties,  such  as  the  district  court 
files  from  Tulsa  County  (1907-26). 

For  naturalization  records  after  September  1906, 
contact  the  National  Archives — Fort  Worth  Branch  or 
the  local  office  of  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service.  The  Fort  Worth  branch  has  records  of  the 
U.S.  District  Court  for  the  Western  District  of 
Oklahoma  (1909-60). 

NEWSPAPERS 


By  1900,  10  daily  papers,  80  weekly  papers,  and  12 
monthly  newspapers  were  being  published  in  the 
Oklahoma  Territory.  Several  more  were  published  in 
the  Indian  Territory. 

The  Oklahoma  Historical  Society  has  a  large  collection 
of  newspapers.  For  a  guide  to  their  holdings,  consult 
John  Stewart  and  Kenny  Franks,  State  Records, 
Manuscripts,  and  Newspapers  at  the  Oklahoma  State 
Archives  and  Oklahoma  Historical  Society  (Oklahoma 
City:  State  Department  of  Libraries  and  Oklahoma 
Historical  Society,  1975;  not  at  FHL). 

The  Family  History  Library  does  not  have  copies  of 
Oklahoma  newspapers,  but  it  does  have  some  abstracts 
of  vital  statistics  published  in  newspapers.  Genealogical 
and  historical  periodicals  such  as  Chronicles  of 
Oklahoma  (see  the  “Periodicals”  section  of  this 
outline)  have  published  obituaries  and  lists  of 
newspapers  that  have  been  preserved  on  microfilm. 

A  helpful  guide  to  locating  early  newspapers  is  Grace 
Ray,  Early  Oklahoma  Newspapers:  History  and 
Description  of  Publications  from  Earliest  Beginnings 
to  1889  (Norman:  University  of  Oklahoma  Press, 
1928;  not  at  FHL). 

PERIODICALS 


The  major  genealogical  periodicals  and  magazines 
helpful  for  Oklahoma  research  are: 

The  Chronicles  of  Oklahoma.  1923 — .  Published  by 
the  Oklahoma  Historical  Society,  Wiley  Post 
Historical  Building,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73 1 05. 
(FHL  book  976.6  B2c.  The  Family  History  Library 
has  vols.  2 — .) 


Dusty  Trails.  1974-1980.  Published  by  the 
Genealogical  Institute  of  Oklahoma,  3813  Cash 
Place,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73112.  (FHL  book  9 
B2d.) 

Four  States  Genealogist.  1968-1973 — .  Published  by  th 
Indian  Nations  Press,  812  Mayo  Building,  Tulsa,  OK 
74103.  (FHL  book  973  B2fs.)  This  includes  the  states 
of  Arkansas,  Kansas,  Missouri,  and  Oklahoma. 

Oklahoma  Genealogical  Society  Quarterly  (formerly: 
The  Bulletin).  1961 — .  Published  by  the  Oklahoma 
Genealogical  Society,  P.O.  Box  12986,  Oklahoma 
City,  OK  73157-2986.  (FHL  book  976.6  B2q.) 

The  Texarkana  U.S. A.  Quarterly.  1974 — .  Published 
by  the  Texarkana  U.S. A.  Genealogical  Society,  Inc., 
P.O.  Box  2323,  Texarkana,  AK-TX  75504-2323. 
(FHL  book  976  D25t.) 

The  Tree  Tracers.  1976 — .  Published  by  the  Southwest 
Oklahoma  Genealogical  Society,  P.O.  Box  148, 
Lawton,  OK  73502-0148.  (FHL  book  976.6  B2tr.) 

Tulsa  Annals.  1966 — .  Published  by  the  Tulsa 
Genealogical  Society,  P.O.  Box  585,  Tulsa,  OK 
74101-0585.  (FHL  book  976.6  B2t.) 

PROBATE  RECORDS 


Prior  to  statehood,  Oklahoma  probate  records  were 
kept  by  the  U.S.  district  courts.  The  probate  records 
are  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  probate  or  county 
courts.  The  files  include  wills,  dockets,  administrator's 
records,  guardianship  records,  inventories, 
appraisement,  sales  records,  minutes,  and  journals. 

You  can  obtain  copies  of  the  records  by  contacting  the 
clerk's  office  in  each  county  courthouse.  Many  Indian 
probate  records  are  at  the  National  Archives — Fort 
Worth  Branch. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  copies  of  some 
probate  records  from  some  counties.  From  Tulsa 
County,  for  example,  the  library  has  547  microfilms 
for  over  25,000  probate  cases,  including  indexes 
(1907-77),  appearance  dockets  (191 1-50),  probate 
packets  (1907-50),  and  wills  (1905-50). 

For  information  on  the  names  of  non-natives,  Native 
Americans,  and  “freedmen”  (free  blacks)  who  filed 
probate  papers  in  the  U.S.  Federal  Court,  Northern 
District,  Indian  Territory,  see  Orpha  Jewell  Wever, 
Probate  Records,  1892-1908,  Northern  District 
Cherokee  Nation.  2  vols.  (Vinita,  Okla.:  Northeast 
Oklahoma  Genealogical  Society,  1982-1983;  FHL 
book  976.6  P2w). 
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VITAL  RECORDS 


Birth  and  Death  Records 

Some  counties  kept  birth  and  death  records  as  early  as 
1891,  although  most  did  not  start  until  after  statehood 
in  1907.  The  early  records,  which  are  quite 
incomplete,  are  at  county  courthouses.  The  Family 
History  Library  has  copied  some  of  the  vital  records  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Health  in  a  few  counties. 

The  statewide  registration  of  births  and  deaths  began 
in  1908  and  was  generally  complied  with  by  1930. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  not  acquired  copies  of 
these  records.  You  can  write  to: 

Vital  Records  Section 
State  Department  of  Health 
1000  Northeast  Tenth  Street 
P.O.  Box  53551 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73152 
Telephone:  405-271-4040 

The  current  fees  for  obtaining  copies  of  the  state's 
records  are  listed  in  Where  to  Write  for  Vital  Records: 
Births,  Deaths,  Marriages,  and  Divorces  (Hyattsville, 
Md.:  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services, 
March  1993;  FHL  book  973  V24wv).  Copies  of  this 
booklet  are  at  the  Family  History  Library  and  at  many 
Family  History  Centers.  Or  you  can  write  to  the 
Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics  for  current  information. 

These  birth  records  are  considered  confidential  and  are 
not  available  for  public  inspection. 

Delayed  registrations  of  births  (for  persons  bom 
before  registration  began  in  1908)  are  available  from 
the  Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics. 

Marriage  and  Divorce  Records 

Marriage  bonds,  affidavits,  licenses,  and  certificates 
were  kept  by  each  county  beginning  about  1 890  or 
when  the  county  was  created.  Many  marriages  in  the 
territorial  era  were  not  recorded,  and  some  were 
recorded  in  county  courthouses  in  Arkansas,  Kansas, 
and  Texas.  Write  to  the  appropriate  county  clerk  for 
information. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  marriage  records  for 
some  counties.  The  court  clerk  marriage  records  from 
Tulsa  County,  for  example,  are  on  139  microfilms  for 
the  years  1907  to  1977.  Published  transcripts  of 
marriage  documents  include: 

Bode,  Frances  M.  Oklahoma  Territory  Weddings. 
Geary,  Okla.:  Pioneer  Book  Committee,  1983. 

(FHL  book  V2bf;  fiche  6104367.)  This  includes 
history,  wedding  albums,  and  marriage  files  from 
Blaine,  Caddo,  and  Kingfisher  counties. 


Tiffee,  Ellen.  Oklahoma  Marriage  Records,  Choctaw 
Nation,  Indian  Territory.  10  vols.  [Howe,  Okla.?]: 

E.  Tiffee,  N.d.  (FHL  book  976.6  V2t;  film  1321223 
items  11-16  vols.  1-6.)  This  includes  marriages  of 
white  settlers,  1890-1907,  found  in  U.S.  court  files 
for  the  1 1  southeastern  counties. 

Divorces  were  granted  after  1907  by  the  district  courts  or 
the  circuit  court  in  each  county.  You  can  write  to  the 
clerk  of  the  court  for  information.  The  Family  History 
Library  has  records  from  some  counties.  From  the  Tulsa 
area,  for  example,  the  library  has  317  microfilms  of 
District  Court  divorces  for  1926  to  1950. 

Inventory  of  Vital  Records 

You  can  learn  more  about  the  history  and  availability 
of  vital  records  in  Guide  to  Public  Vital  Statistics 
Records  in  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  City:  Historical 
Records  Survey,  1941;  FHL  book  976.6  A3hr;  film 
874325  item  3). 

FOR  FURTHER  READING 


These  handbooks  will  give  you  further  information 
about  research  and  records  in  Oklahoma. 

Brown,  Jean  C.  Oklahoma  Research:  The  Twin 
Territories.  Sapulpa,  Okla.:  [J.  C.  Brown],  1975. 
(FHL  book  976.6  D27b;  film  928207  item  4.) 

Blessing,  Patrick  J.  Oklahoma:  Records  and  Archives. 
Tulsa:  University  of  Tulsa  Publications,  1978.  (FHL 
book  976.6  A3b.) 

Eichholz,  Alice,  ed.  Ancestry's  Red  Book:  American 
State,  County,  and  Town  Sources.  Rev.  ed.  Salt 
Lake  City:  Ancestry,  1992.  (FHL  book  973  D27rb 
1992;  computer  number  594021.)  Contains 
bibliographies  and  background  information  on 
history  and  ethnic  groups.  Also  contains  maps  and 
tables  showing  when  each  county  was  created. 

COMMENTS  AND  SUGGESTIONS 

The  Family  History  Library  welcomes  additions  and 
corrections  that  will  improve  future  editions  of  this 
outline.  Please  send  your  suggestions  to: 

Publications  Coordination 
Family  History  Library 
35  N.  West  Temple  Street 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84150-3400 
USA 

We  appreciate  the  archivists,  librarians,  and  others 
who  have  reviewed  this  outline  and  shared  helpful 
information. 
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